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Get involved 

today!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Support National Adoption Month 

Families Supporting Adoption 
Quarterly Newsletter: February 2009 Edition 

 

In the month of November 

the Utah Adoption Council 

(UAC) and Families Supporting 

Adoption (FSA) sponsored a 

variety of activities to honor 

National Adoption 

Appreciation Month. 

 

Boondocks Fun Center opened 

their doors to adoptive 

families on Saturday, 

November 15th.   Again, the 

attendance was overwhelming.  

Last year Boondocks saw more 

than 700 people while this 

 

year over 1000 patrons 

enjoyed unlimited miniature 

golf, arcade tokens, and a 

pass for other attractions.  

See pictures on page 2. 

 

 

On November 8th the Salt 

Lake City Chapter of FSA 

hosted the third annual 

Adoption 5K Walk at Liberty 

Park.  Their goal was to help 

raise awareness of the 

positive outcomes on adoption 

in our community.   
 

 

F 
S 
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Upcoming Events 

 
 Jan. 28th- Adoption 

Forum, 7pm, Sandy 
Agency 
 

 Feb. 5th-Adoptive 
Couple Support 
Group, 5:30-7pm, 
Sandy Agency, See 
Ad on page 3 

 
 Feb. 20th & 21st- 

Education Classes, 
Sandy Agency 

 
 March 17th- 

Transracial Adoption 
Seminar, BYU 
Conference Center, 
See details on page 4 
 

 March 18th & 19th-  
UAC Conference, See 
details on page 5 

 
 May 7th- Birthmother 

Day Celebration, See 
details on page 3 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Check out the New Sandy FSA 
Website at:  

www.sandyfsa.blogspot.com  
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[A sidebar is a standalone supplement to the main document. It is often aligned on the left or 

right of the page, or located at the top or bottom. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the 

formatting of the sidebar text box.] 

 

  

 

 

1.  The Miller 

family before 

riding the go 

carts. 

 

2. Erica Van Dijk 

& her 

daughter 

getting ready 

for some fun. 

 

3. The Holmberg 

family ready to 

enter the 

arcade. 

 

4. Jeff & Jack 

Carlson riding 

the water 

boats. 

 

5. Jack Carlson 

playing his first 

arcade game. 

 

6. Gavin 

Holmberg 

enjoying the 

unlimited 

miniature golf. 

 

  

LDS Family Services has taken the 8x10 baby pictures 
of your adopted children out of their frames and has 
created a baby book.  If you purchased a frame and 
would like it back, just come in and pick it up (while 
they last).  If you have adopted a child and have not 
donated an 8x10 picture of your baby, LDSFS is 
continually collecting them for the baby book. 

 

Celebrating National Adoption Month at Boondocks!! 
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Birthmotherõs Day Celebration: 

We Need Your Help! 
 

Each year FSA works with LDS Family 

Services to hold the annual Birthmotherõs Day 

Celebration near Motherõs Day. 

 

òMotherõs Day is a particularly difficult day for 

a girl who has placed a babyó, says Connie 

Mason, Adoptive Supervisor of Sandy LDSFS.  

òThe goal is to make it a nice evening where the 

girls feel remembered and honored.ó 

 

Women who have placed in the past as well as 

those currently placing are invited to an 

evening of dinner, speakers, music, and gifts. 

 

This yearõs theme is òRememberó and will be 

held on May 7th.  We are currently in need of 

FSA members to volunteer and donate. 

 

We need your help to honor birthmothers! 

Please contact Cristina at 733-4713 or 

mc_miller@comcast.com. 

Pillowcases of 
Loveé 

 

We are looking for 

donations to fill our 
òPillowcases of Loveó 

for birthmotherõs 

placing their babies 

for adoption.  Ideas 

for donation: 

 

*Stuffed animals 

*Perfume 

*Lotion *Bath gel 

*Bubble bath 

*Slipper/ slipper 

socks 

*Candles 

*Anything else! 

 

Contact Cristina @ 

733-4713 or 
mc_miller@comcast.com 
 

 

 www.2ofus4now.org 
 

We are an LDS infertility, 
adoption, and pregnancy 
loss support network. We 
understand the righteous 

desire for a family, and the 
unique challenges and 

blessings of being LDS and 
having difficulty conceiving or 

carrying a child. 
 

Check it out! 

 

NEW, UNIQUE SERVICE FOR ADOPTIVE COUPLES 
 

LDS Family Services is now offering a Support Group for 
Adoptive Couples who have experienced the loss of an expected 

adoption or similar situation.  The group will meet the first 
Thursday of every month from 5:30-7pm in the Sandy Agency 
Conference Room.  Contact your caseworker with questions. 

mailto:mc_miller@comcast.com
http://www.2ofus4now.org/
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òFinding Successó Stories:  
A message from the National FSA Board  

 

Dear FSA Members, 

 

As we strive to help couples learn ways to make an adoption more likely, we have decided to create a success blog. We would 

like to post òfindingó success stories to motivate and guide couples who want to adopt.    

 

If your òpromotingó or òfindingó efforts led to an adoption and you are willing to share what you did, please send us an email 

(cutefamilyof5@gmail.com) with the following information: 

 

 Your first names  

 Family picture or picture of your child (This is optional. Our blog will not be added to a search engine and it will not be 

private, so it is up to you to decide if you want to add a family photo.) 

 Date of approval for adoption. 

 Date of placement 

 What you did to promote your family for adoption. 

 What you did that led to a connection with your childõs birth mother. 

 How you feel about your experience with òfindingó. 

ü If you used an adoption Web site to make the connection to your birth mom, please share the Web site name. 

ü If you used printed material (pass-along cards, letters, etc.), please consider emailing those to us as well. We 

are always looking for examples to share with couples. We would like to add more ideas and examples to the 

familiessupportingadoption.org Web site. 

 

Please limit your information to two short paragraphs. We welcome links to your family blog and Web sites so that couples can 

email you if they have questions or want to read your whole story. 

 

We are hoping to get the word out about the blog through other FSA blogs and FSA Web sites and networking tools. Our 

intended audience for this blog is all FSA members who are trying to adopt. 

 

There is nothing like a positive adoption story to give hope to those who are trying to build their family. We have seen many 

wonderful ideas come from FSA couples. We hope you will take the time to share your success with others! 

 

Sincerely, 

Brad and Brenda Horrocks 

FSA Co-Vice Chairs  

FSA National Board 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Transracial Adoption:  Issues, Identity, & Racial 

Socialization 
 

Tuesday , March 17, 2009  

Brigham Young University , Conference  Center, 9am -5:30pm  
 

The conference will focus on issues in both Transnational and Transracial adoptions. 
Featured speakers will be:  

Rita J.  Simon from American University & Howard Altstein from the University of Maryland  

 
While the conference is free,  we request that audience members register so that we can plan room sizes 

and locations within the conference center. Lunch can be purchased in advance.  
 

For further information including information on the luncheon,  
Please send an email to: Transracialadopt ion@gmail.com  

 

 

 

F 
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E 
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T 

mailto:cutefamilyof5@gmail.com
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Annual UAC Adoption Conference :  

òPerspectives on Adoption ó 

Free Photography Session for 

Adoptive Couples and the Child 

Placed with them within a Year at 

celebratingadoption.org  
 

As Taken From their website: 
 

Celebrating Adoption is an organization of 

photographers dedicated to promoting 

adoption.  Our participating photographers are 

very different:  some shoot with natural light 

while others use studio light; some prefer 

posing the subject while others prefer the 

spontaneity of lifestyle photography; but we 

all have one thing in common, the desire to 

celebrate  your adoption with you! 

 

What is a Celebrating Adoption session?  

 

If you are an adoptive family and have 

adopted your child within the last year, you 

qualify for a Celebrating Adoption session. 

 

You will receive a complimentary "parent & 

child" portrait session (session fee is waived) 

and a small set of proofs.  The size and 

quantity of proofs, as well as whether proofs 

will be loose or bound into a proof book, has 

been left to the discretion of each 

photographer.  Each photographer sets his or 

her own policies.   Travel fees and additional 

subject fees may still apply. 

 

***Our volunteers give 100% of their time, 

talent and goods to do this work. Please do not 

abuse the organization by scheduling more 

than one photographer per child or adoption.  

Please due not abuse the generosity of CA 

photographers. 

 

***Due to the requirement of the adoption 

having taken place within the past twelve 

months and the charitable contribution of the 

photographers, you may be asked to show 

proof of the adoption date. 

 

For more information:  

www.celebratingadoption.org 
 

Creating Families through Foster Care 
 

 

 

Adoption 

The annual UAC Adoption Conference, this year titled, 
òPerspectives on Adoptionó will be held Wednesday and 
Thursday, March 18th and 19th at the South Towne Expo 
Center in Sandy.  Although many areas of adoption will be 
addressed, multiracial/transracial adoption will be a main 
topic. 
 
The conference format is different again this year, there 
will be a main speaker both days and workshops designed 
to meet both parents and professionals will take place 
both Thursday and Friday. 
 
Rita Simon Ph.D will be the keynote speaker as well as a 
workshop presenter. She will talk on the in-depth 
experiences of 24 adult transracial adoptees as they were 
growing up in white families. She will also briefly describe 
the parentõs reactions to having adopted children of a 
different race. She will report on a 20 year study was 
conducted with Howard Altstein on white families that 
adopted non-white children and how they followed those 
families until the children became adults. 
 
During Thursdayõs lunch there will be a special panel on 
Transracial Adoption Stories.  Transracial adoption 
affects everyone in the adoption triad. This panel will 
share their personal experience and how it has impacted 
their lives. 
 
One day is $65.0 or two days for $90.00. There is a10% 
discount for groups of 10 or more that register together. 
The registration deadline is postmarked by March 4th. 
Registrations will be accepted at the door for an 
additional $15.00 fee. No discounts available for 
registrations at the door. All major credit cards accepted. 
 
This information and more are posted on the 
UAC web site, www.utahadoptioncouncil.org.  The 
brochure will be emailed to all FSA members or contact 
your LDS Family Services caseworker for a hard copy. 

UPCOMING EVENTé 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

http://www.utahadoptioncouncil.org/


      

 

Weõre Always Looking  

for Volunteers! 
 

Contact Cristina Miller at: 

mc_miller@comcast.com 

or  733-4713 

 

òAfter being involved in FSA 

for a few months I realized I 

was leaving out a huge task that 

comes with adoptionéI need to 

be promoting adoption in 

general and educating people 

about all the positive aspects 

of adoption.ó 

 ~Deidra Augade 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Caption describing picture or graphic. 

When my husband Steve and I were first 
approved to adopt with LDS Family 
Services, we were told that we actually 
ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÆÉÎÄȱ ÏÕÒ ÂÁÂÙ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÖÓȢ 
Ȱ×ÁÉÔȱ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÂÁÂÙ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÕÓȢ  7Å 
were given the usual advice of making 
pass along cards, holding kick-off parties, 
sending emails and letters to everyone 
you know, etc.  At first I was hesitant to 
be too aggressive, I happen to be the 
worst salesperson in the world and I 
×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÅ ȰÂÅÇÇÉÎÇȱ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ 
help us.  Then a few months went by 
without any news and I got over it.  I also 
joined the FSA board, not really knowing 
what it was all about but thinking it 
would be nice to meet other people who 
were in the same boat as us.   
 
After being involved with FSA for a few 
months I realized I was leaving out a huge 
task that comes with adoption.  Not only 
do I need to be promoting my family and 
getting our info out to everyone we 
know, I need to be promoting adoption in 
general and educating people about all 
the positive aspects of adoption.   
 
According to UAC in 2000 there were 
1,324,917 births to single women ages 15-
44.  (Double what it was in 1980.)  12% will 
marry and parent the child, 37% will be 
single parents, 50% will abort, and 1% will 
place for adoption.   

Message from the Sandy FSA Board 
Get Busy and Go to Work!  By Deidra Augade 

According to those numbers, we have a 
lot of adoption education to do in our 
communities, for the welfare of the 
babies, AND if we hope to be able to 
adopt.  There are many ways to help 
educate about adoption, some of which 
are: sharing our knowledge with family 
and friends, blogging about adoption, 
holding adoption firesides, and last but 
not least, volunteering to help FSA in their 
efforts.    
 
Whatever way you choose to promote 
adoption awareness is up to you, but it is 
ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÖÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȭ ÂÅÓÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ 
whatever we can to further this cause.  So 
instead of idly waiting for your child, get 
busy and go to work, and maybe in the 
process you will be blessed to find that 
special child you have been looking for. 

 

 

 

 

 

FSA Committee Members  

Co-Chair:  

Mark & Cristina Miller 

Secretary:  

Deidra Augade 

Community Out reach:  

Erica Van Dijk 

Education:  

Bruce & Becca Westenskow 

Newsletter:  

Alison Carlson 

Activities:  

Ethan & Erika Kap 

Tech Support:  

Chris Holmberg 

Legal:  

Lonny & Amy Pehrson 

 

 LDS Family Services 
566-2556 

625 E. 8400 S. 
Sandy, UT 84070 
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